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Abstract: Confucius said: “there is one single thread binding my way
together.” (The Analects, 4:15) His Way of Benevolence is indeed a full-
fledged axiomatic system of moral conducts, centering on the principle
of utility maximization with benevolent preferences. We derive four
context-free propositions that apply to all social settings (e.g., family,

friendship, and politics): benevolent people benefit others, sacrifice
selves, improve social welfare, and cooperate better. Supported by
reliable historical records, our behavioral scientific interpretation of the original Confucianism reveals its rigorous
internal consistency, dispelling the prejudice that views it as a disorganized collection of random rituals and
unjustified imperatives.
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